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No keen gardener can be 
unaware of the call to stop using 

peat. It’s an issue that’s been raging 
within professional horticulture for 
more than three decades. Retail peat 
compost is likely to be banned from 
2024. Melcourt have been blazing a 
trail with award-winning peat-free 
products since the 1990s and we are 
making plans to expand further our 
production capacity. An additional 
bagging line is due in April 2022 and 
a planning application for a further 
three acres of storage space is under-
way which if granted will allow us 

to put down 
more stock and 
fulfil orders 
more efficiently. 
We have also 
increased the 

team. Amber Worrell has joined us to 
assist with planning and logistics, and 
Victoria Wright is our new Technical 
Manager, helping to ensure the quality 
excellence for which SylvaGrow is so 
well known.

In a year that has given us all challenges of one sort or another, we would like 
to say ‘thank you’ for your continued support, and for choosing Melcourt. As the 
season ends, we wanted to send a newsletter to keep ‘In Touch’ and give you an 
update on Melcourt, our plans and the peat-free future.
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Fresh compost is always best

Sylvagrow packs carry a recom-
mendation to use within the season 

of purchase for best results and there 
is a date of manufacture on the side of 

the bag. To help 
you rotate stock 
and use the oldest 
pallets first, the 
pallet label now 

carries a production date helping to 
identify what stock to put on sale first.

Did you know 

From fresh raw materials to 
SylvaGrow bags coming off 
the bagging line and onto 
a pallet takes an average 
of four months. Quality 
excellence takes time!

SylvaGrow® John Innes range

John innes composts have 
occupied a special place in British 

gardening since the 1930s. Now, carry-
ing the John Innes Manufacturers 
Association Seal of Approval and RHS 
endorsement, Melcourt’s new peat-free 
John Innes composts allow customers 
to use this great heritage range with 
an updated formulation, reflecting 
the industry’s move away from peat. 
Included in the range are SylvaGrow 
John Innes Seed, No.1, No.2 and No.3. 
Suitable for vegan growing, available 
in 15L carry handle bags.

Garden Press prize winners

We were honoured to win the 
best new product at the Garden 

Press Event this year for our newly 
reformulated SylvaGrow® Farmyard. 
What was new about it that the 
voters liked? Gardeners are increas-
ingly aware that farmyard manures 
can come with unwanted herbicide 
residues. Added to which, farmyard 
manure is such a popular line that it is 
difficult for suppliers to find consist-
ently herbicide-free sources in large 
volumes. At Melcourt we decided to 
remove all the risks and to stop using 

animal-derived 
materials altogether. 
Our new supply is 
based on anaerobic 
digestate (a by-prod-
uct of green energy 

production). Importantly, it offers the 
same slow-release nutrient value as 
farmyard manure, is Soil Association 
approved, 100% peat free and being 
animal products-free, is vegan friendly. 
Available in 50L bags and like all Sylva-
Grows, carrying RHS endorsement. 



Environment message

A  t melcourt we have always 
steered clear of the political 

aspects of the debate about peat. 
But we believe that there is growing 
evidence that its harvesting is contrib-
uting to climate change globally and 
that more than ever before, there 
is acknowledgement that less peat 
should be used in horticulture and 

gardening. We 
have never used 
peat and the 
SylvaGrow® 
range offers 

the opportunity for virtually every 
gardening application to be under-
taken without it, reliably and effec-
tively. ¶ Peat-free and leading 
the way We recognise the journey 
we’re on is for the long term and it’s 
a view backed by government policy 
which states that all UK horticulture 
should be peat-free by 2030. Their 
announcement in May that retail 
peat products will be banned in 2024 
(subject to consultation) has sent the 
industry a very strong message. ¶ we 
use plastic We have to for now. 
Most of the products sold by Melcourt 
are damp, heavy and typically stored 
outdoors. Packaging material needs 
to be strong and weather resist-
ant and plastic currently offers the 

Our award-winning SylvaGrow® range. The only product of its kind endorsed by the RHS.

Website revamp

Check out the latest news and 
videos at www.melcourt.co.uk, 

and take a look at the Where to Buy 
section. As with anything new, there 
may be glitches – do let us know if you 
spot anything or, indeed, if you are not 
listed as a stockist. 
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best solution. Almost all Melcourt 
polythene bags are 100% recyclable 
and made with 30% post-consumer 

waste (PCW). 
Our goal is to 
reduce our use 
of virgin plastic 
to at least 50% 

by 2025. And our reusable Bag for 
Life scheme has proved to be very 
popular – see more at www.melcourt.
co.uk/products/melcourt-bag-for-life 
¶ raw materials and resource 
use Over three decades Melcourt has 
led the way in the development of 
new markets for forest residues that 
were previously difficult to market 

or just dumped. 
Our experience 
in resource use is 
second to none. 
Certification 

by the Forest Stewardship Council 
indicates our commitment to sustain-
able forestry. ¶ reuse, recycle and 
reduce Almost no waste is gener-
ated in the manufacture of Melcourt 
products and all can be recycled after 
use. Our R&D programme is always 
looking for new, sustainable raw 
materials. ¶ Wherever possible our 
pallets are made from recycled 
timber and all transport is on modern, 
fuel-efficient vehicles. 

RSSGM labelling

The responsible sourcing 
of growing media scheme 

(RSSGM) was launched this autumn. 
Its aim: “to ensure growing media is 
made from materials that are sourced 
and manufactured in a way that is 
both socially and environmentally 
responsible”. It will provide far great-
er transparency for both buyers 
and consumers about the contents 
within the bag and their environ-
mental and social impacts. Find out 
more at www.growingmedia.co.uk/
responsible-sourcing.html or give us 
a call. And look out for the colourful 
RSSGM logo on Melcourt’s bags and 
POS in due course.

Lorry curtainsider

We now have two additional 
Melcourt branded lorries, one 

of which is boldly displaying Melcourt 
SylvaGrow® products. Hopefully it will 
be delivering to you one day soon. 


